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unpleasantness of the needless quotation-marks with which
we started has so been slightly toned down.
A common mistake, of no great importance, but resulting
in more or less discomfort or perplexity to the reader, is the
placing of the first quotation-mark earlier than the place where
quotation really begins. The commonest form of it is the
including of the quoter's introductory that, which it is often
obvious that the original did not contain. Generally speaking,
if that is used the quotation-marks may be dispensed with;
not, however, if the exact phraseology is important; but at least
the mark should be in the right place.
I remember an old scholastic aphorism, which says, 'that the man
who lives wholly detached from others, must be either an angel or a
devil.'—burke.
As the aphorism descends through Latin from Aristotle (77
8rjptov 7} 0eos), the precise English words are of no importance,
and the quotation-marks might as well be away; at least the
first should be after that.
Then, with 'a sarvant, sir* to me, he took himself into the kitchen.—
borrow.
Clearly a is not included in the quotation.
They make it perfectly clear and plain, he informed the House, that
'Sir Antony MacDonnell was invited by him, rather as a colleague than
as a mere Under-Secretary, to register my will.*—Times.
The change from him to my would be quite legitimate if the
first quotation-mark stood before rather instead of where it
does; as it stands, it is absurd.
It is long since he partook of the Holy Communion, though there
was an Easterday, of which he writes, when fhe might have remained
quietly in (his) corner during the office, if . . .*.—Times.
The (his) is evidently bracketed to show that it is substituted
for the original writer's my. This is very conscientious; but
it follows that either the same should have been done for he,
or the quotation-mark should be after he.

